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Tech Note 016 

Poor Clutch Release Holden Rodeo 2.8Ltr  

Diesel Turbo 
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Fig 1 

Fig 2 

It has been found that disengagement concern experienced with the subject vehicles have been incorrectly diagnosed as 
a faulty clutch. 
 
This incorrect diagnosis has resulted in a clutch kit being fitted, followed by the fitting of replacement Master and Slave 
Cylinders, and the vehicle still found to have a gear selection problem. 
 
These vehicles are fitted with a Clutch Damper similar to that illustrated between the Clutch Master Cylinder and the 
Slave Cylinder. 
 
It has been found that the Clutch Damper has been the cause of the problem, with the cup bypassing fluid and/or the 
Damper Rubber compressing, which in turn restricts the fluid flow necessary to obtain the required slave cylinder travel. 
 
Should you experience the subject concern, if you find you are able to lever the fork a little 
further, and the clutch releases correctly then the concern is likely to be the Clutch Damper. 

                 

To test if the Clutch Damper is at fault, make an hydraulic line to bypass the Damper, or use a suitable size joiner, if the 
clutch then operates correctly, the Clutch Damper should be replaced. It has been found replacement of the cup only in 
the Damper has not rectified the concern. 
 
EXEDY Australia recommends that it is important the Damper is replaced and not 
substituted by the hydraulic bypass line or joiner. 
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